
Pod pal
Professor’s online talks give Tulsa orchestra ‘cool’ factor
BY JAMES D. WATTS JR.
World Scene Writer

Carol Reynolds’ mother had a
simple wish for her daughter.

“I hope,” Reynolds’ mother
told her loquacious child one
day, “that you find a way to
make your living by talking.”

That wasn’t necessarily Reyn-
olds’ motivation for going into
teaching, but in a sense, that
maternal wish has come true.

Reynolds has been talking
about the arts — classical music,
mostly, but also about Russian
art and history, among other top-
ics — for more than two de-
cades.

Until recently, her primary
venue was the classrooms of
Southern Methodist University’s
Meadows School of the Arts,
where Reynolds was an associate
professor of music history. She
also led tours to cities in Russia
and Austria, as well as the Unit-
ed States, that focused on the
art and history of a given place.

These days, Reynolds contin-
ues to share her abiding love
and wide-ranging knowledge
about music through her Web
site, www.professorcarol.com. The
site contains the special podcasts
she had created for a variety of
performing arts organizations, in-
cluding the Tulsa Symphony Or-
chestra.

The most recent of her TSO
podcasts is “The Essential Tchai-
kovsky,” which examines the
composer’s life and work, focus-
ing on his Symphony No. 5, in a
concise and entertaining 15 min-
utes.

It was created in conjunction
with the Tulsa Symphony’s final
concert of its inaugural season,
which will feature the Symphony
No. 5 in E Minor, Op. 64.

Also on this all-orchestral pro-
gram, to be conducted by guest
Alastair Willis, is the arrange-
ment by Ottorino Respighi of the
Passacaglia by J.S. Bach, Respi-
ghi’s own “Church Windows,”
and the Adagio for Strings by
Samuel Barber.

“I had met (Tulsa Symphony
founder and president) Frank
Letcher a number of years ago,”
Reynolds said, speaking by
phone from her home on a farm
north of Dallas. “We both share
a deep-rooted interest in Russian
culture, and we immediately con-
nected on a heart-to-heart level
because of that.”

As plans for what would be-
come the Tulsa Symphony Or-
chestra took shape, Letcher ap-
proached Reynolds about doing
pre-concert talks via the Internet

about the music the orchestra
would perform.

“What the Tulsa Symphony is
doing is so fresh and innovative
and inspired,” Reynolds said.
“It’s really been a pleasure doing
these talks — watching this
wonderful thing happen from
afar.”

Reynolds created talks for four
of the orches-
tra’s five con-
certs this sea-
son, and said
she will likely
continue the
practice for
TSO’s 2007-08
season (see
story, above).

“I find it in-
triguing that I
can sit here in

Texas, talk about subjects I love
and have spent decades learning,
and then these talks go out all
over the world (through the In-
ternet),” she said. “It’s been
amazing, the sort of response
I’ve received from these talks.
The ones that I especially get a
kick out of are from people who
simply have a love of the arts
and are looking for ways to
learn more about them.”

Because of this, Reynolds said
she works to keep her talks free
of more arcane facts and techni-
cal talk.

“I try to give these talks sub-
stance without getting bogged
down in a lot of details,” she
said. “I usually end up taking
out half the stuff I originally
wanted to use — I realized I
don’t really need all that stuff
like opus numbers and the like.”

She’s also discovered that mu-
sic teachers have been using her
podcasts as part of their classes.

“I know teachers are always
looking for something that will
help connect their students to

what’s being taught,” Reynolds
said. “And the fact that people
can download my talks onto
things like iPods — well, that
automatically makes things ‘cool-
er,’ having it on your iPod.”

James D. Watts Jr. 581-8478
james.watts@tulsaworld.com

preview
Event: Tulsa Symphony Orchestra
Season Finale
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday
Where: Chapman Music Hall, Tulsa
Performing Arts Center, Third
Street and Cincinnati Avenue
Tickets: $5-$60, available at the
PAC Ticket office, 596-7111; and
www.MyTicketOffice.com

Symphony at Sunset returns
TSO’s 2007-08 season includes unique mix of musical styles
BY JAMES D. WATTS JR.
World Scene Writer

The Tulsa Symphony Orches-
tra’s second season will add a
concert to its subscription series,
and will resurrect a Tulsa music
tradition with Symphony at Sun-
set.

The 2007-2008 season will also
continue the orchestra’s more re-
cent tradition of presenting a
unique mix of music at every
concert, including lesser-known
works by well-known composers.

The season begins with “An
American Evening,” Sept. 8, with
guest conductor Gerhardt Zim-
mermann, music director of the
Canton (Ohio) Symphony Orches-
tra and director of orchestral pro-
grams at the University of Texas.

The program will include Dvo-
rak’s Symphony No. 9, “From the
New World,” along with the Aar-
on Copland ballet score, “Appala-
chian Spring” and two pieces by
John Corigliano — “To Music”
and the Promenade Overture.

TSO concertmaster Rossitza
Goza will be featured in “A Magi-
cal Evening,” Oct. 27. Goza will
be the violin soloist during Saint-
Saens’ “Danse Macabre.”

The other fanciful — and fiery
— pieces on the program are Du-
kas’ “A Sorcerer’s Apprentice,”
the “Magic Fire Music” from
Wagner’s opera “Die Walkure,”
the “Ritual Fire Dances” from “El
Amor Brujo” by de Falla, “Harry’s

Wondrous World” from John Wil-
liams’ “Harry Potter Suite,” the
“Firebird” Suite by Stravinsky,
and the final two movements of
Berlioz’s “Symphonie Fantasti-
que.” Daniel Hege, music director
of the Syracuse (N.Y.) Symphony,
will conduct.

“An Evening of Contrasts” on
Nov. 10 will feature two “firsts”
— the Brahms Symphony No. 1,
and the Prokofiev Symphony No.
1, the “Classical.” The evening,
conducted by Milwaukee Sympho-
ny resident conductor Andrew
Massey, also will include Britten’s
Suite on English Folk Songs.

Oboist and conductor Vladimir
Lande, who performed here in
October as part of the Poulenc
Trio, will conduct “An Imperial
Evening,” Feb. 2. The centerpiece
of the evening will be the Polov-
tsian Dances from “Prince Igor”
by Borodin, which will feature the
Tulsa Oratorio Chorus.

The rest of this very Russian
evening will include the Russian
Easter Overture by Rimsky-Korsa-
kov and two works by Mussorg-
sky — the Prelude to “Khovansh-
china” and Ravel’s orchestration
of the “Pictures at an Exhibition.”

The March 15 concert, titled “A

Viennese Evening,” will feature vi-
olinist Filip Fenrych, winner of
the 2005 Crescendo Award from
the Rotary Club of Tulsa. He will
perform the Violin Concerto No.
5 in A Major, the “Turkish,” by
Mozart. Also on the program will
be Mozart’s Overture to “The
Marriage of Figaro” and the Sym-
phony No. 5 by Mahler. Benja-
min Zander, music director of the
Boston Philharmonic Orchestra,
will conduct.

The final concert of the regular
season will be “An Evening With
Tulsa Symphony,” and will feature

several orchestra members as so-
loists.

Goza will perform the “Zigeu-
nerweisen” by Sarasate, trumpeter
Tim McFaddin and trombonist
Bill Damron will collaborate of
Turrin’s “Fandango” and cellist
Kari Caldwell will play Faure’s El-
egie for Cello and Orchestra.

Carl Topilow, founder of the
Cleveland Pops Orchestra, will
lead the orchestra in “The Cow-
boys” Overture by John Williams,
Rimsky-Korsakov’s Capriccio Es-
pagnole, Brahms’ Academic Festi-
val Overture, and “An American

in Paris” by George Gershwin.
The Symphony at Sunset con-

cert will be presented Oct. 7 on
the grounds of the Tulsa Country
Club. This concert is not part of
the regular season.

Season tickets for the six main
concerts are now on sale, starting
at $96 for seniors, $144 for adults.
To purchase, or for more infor-
mation, call the Tulsa Symphony
at 584-3645, or visit www.tulsasym-
phony.org.

James D. Watts Jr. 581-8478
james.watts@tulsaworld.com
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The Tulsa Symphony Orchestra performs at the PAC.

Reynolds

Saturday May 19, 2007
Tulsa Performing
Arts Center
Chapman Hall, 7:30pm

Alastair Willis, conductor
Passacaglia, Bach

(Arranged by Respighi)
Adagio for Strings, Barber
Church Windows, Respighi
Symphony No. 5, Tchaikovsky

myticketoffice.com
918.596.7111

www.tulsasymphony.org

Tickets starting at $5

• Ballroom • Swing • Country Western • Yoga
 S HALL  W E  D ANCE S HALL  W E  D ANCE

 Call for Introductory Specials

 461-2376 • 6122 S. Garnett Rd., Tulsa

 • Classes • Parties
 • Private Lessons

 • Latin • Waltz • Tango • Cha Cha

 • Single or Couples

$25 Acquaintance ($20 for Seniors)
•Individual Welcome Package (Perks card

& signature luggage tag)
•Quarterly RPF E-newsletter
•Admission for 2 to annual RPF River Party

$50 Family Friend
•Admission for 2 to Oktoberfest
•Admission for 2 to annual RPF River Party
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$100 Friend
•Admission for 2 to Oktoberfest
•Admission for 4 to annual RPF River Party
•Choice of an RPF signature item (ball

cap or canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$250 Good Friend
•Admission for 4 to Oktoberfest
•Admission for 4 to annual RPF River Party
•Choice of two RPF signature items (ball

cap & canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$500 Special Friend
•VIP Parking pass to the Tulsa Salutes

Freedom fireworks
•Admission for 6 to annual RPF River Party
•Name recognition in quarterly

E-newsletter
•Choice of 3 RPF signature items (ball cap

& canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$1,000 Loyal Friend
•4 VIP Tent passes & 1 VIP Parking pass

to the Tulsa Salutes Freedom fireworks
•Admission for 8 to annual RPF River Party
•Name recognition in quarterly

E-newsletter
•Listing at RPF recognition site in

River Parks
•Choice of 4 RPF signature items (ball cap

& canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$2,500 Best Friend
•6 VIP Tent passes & 2 VIP Parking passes

to the Tulsa Salutes Freedom fireworks
•Admission for 10 to annual

RPF River Party
•Name recognition in quarterly

E-newsletter
•Name recognition on

RiverParksFriends.com website
•Listing at RPF recognition site in

River Parks
•Choice of 6 RPF signature items (ball cap

& canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

$5,000 Corporate Friend
•8 VIP Tent passes & 2 VIP Parking passes

to the Tulsa Salutes Freedom fireworks
•Admission for 12 to annual

RPF River Party
•Name recognition in quarterly

E-newsletter
•Name recognition on

RiverParksFriends.com website
•Listing at RPF recognition site in

River Parks
•Choice of 8 RPF signature items (ball cap

& canvas tote bag)
•Christopher Westfall Tulsa Skyline print
•Family Welcome Package*

*Family Welcome Package includes
Perks card, signature luggage tags & decals,
plus the quarterly RPF E-newsletter.

Become an RPF
member today!
Give more, get more! Perks, benefits,
merchandise, name recognition.

Three convenient ways to join RPF:
1. ON-LINE: Visit RiverParksFriends.com
2. PHONE: Call 918.596.2001 (weekdays)
3. MAIL: Use this Enrollment Form:

Enroll my RPF membership for:
£ $20 Senior Acquaintance (55 & over)
£ $25 Acquaintance
£ $50 Family Friend
£ $100 Friend Choose 1: ___Hat ___Tote
£ $250 Good Friend Choose 2: ___Hat ___Tote
£ $500 Special Friend Choose 3: ___Hat ___Tote
£ $1,000 Loyal Friend Choose 4: ___Hat ___Tote
£ $2,500 Best Friend Choose 6: ___Hat ___Tote
£ $5,000 Corporate Friend Choose 8: ___Hat ___Tote

To register by mail:
Make your check payable to Park Friends, Inc. and mail
with completed Membership Enrollment Form to:

River Parks Authority
717 S. Houston, Suite 510
Tulsa, OK 74127-9008

Exercise
your right
to help the
River Parks.

Pitch In!
Join
River Parks
Friends!

See Spot!
Have Spot appear
live at your parade,
sporting event,
company, class—
anyplace.
Call for details.

© 
20

07
 Ri

ve
r P

ark
s A

uth
ori

ty

RiverParksFriends.com / 918.596.2001
717 South Houston, Suite 510 
Tulsa, OK 74127

RPF

RPF


